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Retired attorney runs The Woodward Warehouse
for classic car enthusiasts

By SneiLa PURSGLUVE
Legal News

7 he thousands of people wha will nuy
cullector and specially vehicles in Satur-
day’s Wondward Dream Cruise might
waoiider — where do these beauties go 1o rest
hetween outings?

For many it’s at The Woodward Warchouse, a
medern, state-ofthe-an classic car stogage facili-
ry askd clubbouse at 4260 Edgeland in Royal Oak,
near the hub of the August 15 Dream Cruise.

The Woodward Warchiouse — the only one of
i ichi; was the brainchild of

thice yeats ago aller retining
career 35 3n environmental stemey and pariner
at Hunigman Miller in
Detroit.

An avid collecior of
cars smce the age of 16,
the Detroif native - a
graduate of Wayne State
University and the Uni-
wersity of Michigan Law
School — was sioring
his 11 classic cars at his
home. coltage, and with
several family menibers
until his wife Bleada
urged him to store Gem
mone place.

Polite — who still
owns a 63 Corvette
Stingray Roadster that
was a high school prad-
ustion gifi from his (ather — currently owns 19
classic vehicles, inchuling a 1931 Cadillac 355A:
1950 Ford; 1954, two 1963 (Coupe and Roas
ster), 1977, 1985 and 2003 Chevrolet Corvetles;
1955 Ford F-100: 1964 Ford Galaxy 300; 1966
Olds Taransdo; 1968 Dodge Charger; 1981
Chrysles lnpenal: two 1981 and 2 1952 DeLore-
an DMC-11; 2006 Cadillac XLR: 2066 Ponhac
Solstice: and 2 1953 Chevy, his very first wheels
at the age of 16

“During the fast two years, 've made a con-
cerled effort o re-acquire all the cool cars [ had
when ] was young,” he says. 1 think I'm donc
for a while!™

Polite sank $500,000 into his dream of The
Woodward Warchouse, turning & vacsnt and
abandoned building ftlo @ haven for car bulfs.
He visited five similar Gacilities arousd the US.
lor inspiration, and added his own unigue Wch-

e
The 14,000-sguarc-foot, climaie-controfled
storage facility, decorated with antomobile art,

Club
members
can refax in
the private
lounge.

framed avtomotve posters, and other auto-relat-
<d memorabilia, operatcs along the lincs of a
yacht or country club. Members pay 5 monlhly
raic Lo starc their cars. motorcycles. and trucks,
and a scparale membership fee. The garage can
Iwuse around 65 vehicles at full capacity.

Vehicles swored in the Warchouse mclude a
burgurcly 1950 Furd Custom Canadian; a Kemit
green 1971 Porsche; a Daytona Blue 1963
Chevrolet Corvete Fuclic Stingray sphit window
coupe; 3 burgundy 1966 Okds Toronada: a blue
1958 Buick Skylark convertible; and numerous
other classics, ncluding Polito’s recent favarite, a
1931 Cadillac Towne Sedan — “that looks hike it
just rulled off the assembly hine at the old Cadil-
lac Fort Street plany” he says.

The facility previously stored the 1952 Tn-
umph motorcyele rdden
by aclor Henry Winkler
who played Anhur Foo-
carelli (aka “Fonric™ ut
“the Fonze™) in the
“Happy Days™ TV
series. The “Fonzie”
‘bike, owned by a fricnd
of Pelite’s. is currenily
on display =t the
Gilmorc Muscem 1
Hickory Corners north
of Baule Creck.

“It’s a not-too-well
known, but Gaitastic car
muscum which 15 defi-
nitely worth 3 visis,”
Palit says. "We're hop-
ing the Fonze’s bike will
return ane day w0 The Woodward Warchouse™
¥ eges of 3 pivate
lounge, outdeor patie, conference room. car
hoists and wols, an auto detailing arca, cigar
room, a shower, gamc room with a pool table and
pinbali machines, seven flat scrcen TV, kitchen
and Tauniiry room, as well as car brokerage amd
concierge services and surveillance cameras that
cnable meinbers W kecp an eye on their “habics™
remolely.

“We also have an upright piano in our cigar
roam that's available for members to play and
enjoy.” Polito says. “1 play it a lot oa!™

There 15 alsa a “sncial membership™ for car
fovers wha den't have vehicles to stor
membership level for those wha just wanl stor-
age and not have clubhouse privileges. Member-
shipg help cover operating costs.

“The Woodward Warchouse provides a unique
haven for car enthusiasts” Polito explains. “Our
members can enjay their vehicles all year rouad
be confident they are being well kepl and mains

wined at sl times — including during our harsh
Detroit winters — have sasy aecess o their cars
when they want 1o take them out for a spin, and
enjoy the many amenities our club offers, includ-
myg cajoymg the camarukic of viber car enibu-
siasts”

Some of those enthusiasts started crujsing
Waodward Avenue in the carly *S0s, including
unc uf Polite’s best fricwds. Geurge DeLorsan,
younger brather of John DeLorcan. the genius
behind the DMC gull wing stainfess stecl car uf
the carly 1980s that sports his mame.

“These guys know cverything there is o know
about cars and what people were doing cruising
Woodward and racing on the local drag strips
back in the day” Polito says. “They usually are a1
The Woodwand Warchouse for *Cars and Coffes’
on Saturdays to reminisce about the good old
days on Woodward Aveaue™

‘Abaut 40 percent of the vehicks housed at

The Woedward Warehouse can
houss up 1o 65 vahicles, and I
decorated with automaobile art.

framed automotive pasters, and
other auto-related memorabilia.

Photos by John Meis

The Woodward Warehouse

is 8 14,000-squars-foot,
stale-ot-the-art climate-controlled
slarage facility for classic care,
as well as a private clubhouse.

Dseant Cruise, notes Polito, who plans on dang
a ot of driving during Dream Cruise Week.

“1 wll hkely be drving » black 1968 Dodge
Charger and a 1966 Durgundy Os Torosado,”
he

I aekdiion. 3 long-time member, Filot Trans-
port (3 division of Unied Haulers) wall host a
private Dream Cruise party at The Woodward
Warchouse on Saturday for about 350 people

“Ihe Dreum Cruise, vriginally micnded as o
Sawrday only event, is truly & unique and awe-
somic Detruit event — it’s e langest car show in
the enlire world” Palito says. “Last time |
checked, attendance 15 estumated to be slightly in
excess of ope milhon pesple, with about 40,000
plus classic cars, with many people attending
from out of state.”

The Dream Cruise, while sull officially only
an Sawurday, now cxicnds throughout the preced-

MLow ajumnus
Joa Polite
foundad The
Woodward
Warshouse
classic car
storage facility
and clubhouse
In Royal Dak
after retiring

i

jng week, with the pabce usually having o shut
down Woodward Avenuc at about 9 p.m. on the
preccding weeknighis becausc of the 1aflic. he
notes.

“In fact, many people start congregating on
Woodwand Avenue and doving the fmed street
in Junc to enjoy the summer weather and the
classic cars]” he adds. “Nowhers ¢lse in the world
can yuu s su many and varial clussic gans al
one ume!”

The Woudwurd Warchuuse is available for
tours by appointment dunng the week and open
w the public during “Cars and Coflee,” 10 am.
1o noon, every Satunlay from May tn Octaber.
The car haven also hosts tech talks and restor-
tion lectures, presentations. charily eveals and
wlucational scminars, and is available for private
cvenis.

For more nformation, visit www.woodward-

i

fom or call (248) 340-T6KS,

The clubhouse
includes a
game room
with a pool
table and
Inball
machines.




